
En 6544 3.0    Sophocles’ Antigone in International Modern and Contemporary Re-

visionings.  

 

Professor: Marcia Blumberg      

Email:  blumberg@yorku.ca  

Office: 644 Atkinson.  Not using office or office phone during this course 

Office phone: (416) 736-2100 x 33847   Home phone: (416) 445-1568 

Course Hours: Thursday 2.30 – 5.30 pm  

Office Hours:  Wed. and Thurs. 12.30 – 1.30 pm or by email appointments 

 

This course begins with a brief examination of tragedy as a genre with a focus on 

Sophocles’ Antigone, a play from the fifth century BCE, that resonates perhaps 

more than any other Greek Tragedy with issues that are still vitally important in the 

twenty-first century: acting according to one’s conscience no matter the 

consequences, being responsible citizens, defying authority figures when there is a 

deep clash of values, and upholding kinship rites and rituals. The ancient text is 

followed by a cluster of modern and contemporary international re-visionings, 

utilizing Adrienne Rich’s definition of that term, ‘the act of looking back, of seeing 

with fresh eyes, of entering a text from a new critical direction.”  In doing so I 

traverse a trajectory from Ancient Greece, where tragedy portrayed the fate of 

famous men and women and their relationship to the gods, to recent plays that 

represent the crises associated with ordinary men and women and their 

positionings in many different and often troubled worlds. These latter texts will be 

situated in a range of countries and cultures including Argentina, Congo, France, 

Germany, Nigeria, Poland, South Africa, Britain, and USA and offer new insights 

into the tragedy of Antigone utilizing plays that depict many theatrical forms.   

The undertaking analyzes cultural and political contexts, specificities of time and 

place, aspects of race, class, gender and power differentials as well as an exploration 

of trauma and Diana Taylor’s term “percepticide,” ie willful evasion, in relation to 

the plays.  There will be an interrogation of philosophical, theatrical, formal, 

thematic, and theoretical issues.  Interpretations of the Greek Tragedy and the 

modern and contemporary international plays emphasize theatre as a dynamic 

medium that uses language and bodies in diverse stagings and contexts; they also 

empower us with a heightened awareness to see with fresh eyes.  

 



Grade Breakdown                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Seminar Presentation (15) minutes. 10%                                                          

Written version of seminar presentation within 2 weeks.  10%. 1250 words.                                                     

Best 3 response papers from a minimum of 6 out of 10 plays, no more than three 

pages each.  30%    3x750 = 2250 words.                                                                   

A final 7-10 page research essay.  40%. 2500 words.                                                  

Informed and regular participation.    10 %  

Texts:  The following are all required reading or viewing.   

Sophocles.  Antigone  441 BCE   

Anouilh, Jean. Antigone 1951 (France)                                                             

Bemba, Sylvain. Black Wedding Candles for Blessed Antigone 1988 (Congo)                                                                        

Bertolt Brecht.  Antigone 1948 (Germany)                                                             

Doerries, Bryan.  Antigone in Ferguson.  2016   (USA) 

Fugard, Athol,  John Kani, Winston Ntshona. The Island 1973 (South Africa).                                                                                                                   

Gambaro, Griselda.  Antigona Furiosa 1997 (Argentina)                              

Glowacki, Janus.   Antigone in NewYork 1996 (Poland-USA )                                                     

Heaney, Seamus.  The Burial at Thebes  2004  (Ireland)                                 

Miyagi, Satoshi.  Antigone  (Japan)                                                               

Osofisan, Femi. Tegonni: an African Antigone. 2007   (Nigeria) 

 

Course Outline and supplemental readings will be provided prior to the course.  If 

there are any questions I can be contacted on email at  blumberg@yorku.ca 
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